RETREAT  AND   ADVANCE

CHAPTER I

BY May, 1919, the Soviet government was beginning to
realise that the rebellion in the Don province was serious
and called for drastic suppression, and the Red forces
opposing the insurgents were considerably increased. Now
for the first time Gregor Melekhov and his division felt all
the might of a formidable attack, and they were compelled
to retreat northward towards the Don, yielding village after
village. Gregor put up a stubborn resistance around Kargin,
but, under the pressure of the enemy's superior strength, he
was forced not only to surrender Kargin but to ask Kudynov
for reinforcements. In response to his appeal Miedviediev,
the commander of the third division, transferred eight
cavalry squadrons to his command. Gregor was surprised
to see how well these squadrons were equipped* All had
ample reserves of cartridges, all were in new clothing and
good boots taken from Red Army prisoners. Despite the
heat many of them were wearing leather jerkins, and almost
every man had a pistol or field-glasses. With the aid of these
reinforcements the advance of the Red Army was arrested
^for a time. Gregor decided to take advantage of the oppor-
tunity and, in answer to Kudynov's incessant requests, to
ride into Vieshenska for a conference.
He arrived at Vieshenska early in the morning. The Don
flood water was beginning to abate, the air was filled with
the cloyingly sweet, glutinous scent of the poplars. Along
the river the sappy dark-green leaves of the oaks were
rustling dreamily. The bared earthy rises were steaming,
and a slender, prickly green was showing on them. The
hollows still gleamed with stagnant water, and above it gnats
were swarming.                                                         ^
Gregor found Kudynov sitting with a serious and pre-
occupied face, intent on a strange task. As Gregor quietly
entered he did not look up, but continued to pull the legs